Renaissance Man/Woman

During the Renaissance a book called The Courtier became popular because it told young people how to become an accomplished person whom everyone would admire.  These people were known as Renaissance men or women.

Ideal Man





Ideal Woman

well educated in Greek and Latin classics

well educated

charming 





know the classics

polite
writes well

witty






paints

should be able to dance
makes music

writes poetry
dances

sings
charming

plays music
should NOT seek fame

seek fame (popularity)
expected to inspire art/poetry but not create it

physically graceful




expected to create a charming court/home but

strong







not take part in public life

skilled rider (horseman)



most Renaissance women had little political, 

skilled wrestler





economic, and social influence

skilled swordsman

“Man can do anything if he will.”   - Alberti (1404-1472)

The above characteristics describe ideal men and women of the Renaissance.  How would you describe a “Renaissance” man or woman today?  What ideals do people hold?  Pretend you are writing a modern day Courtier, what characteristics would you include that would describe how a young person can become accomplished and admired?  Choose a minimum of ten characteristics for each gender.  Write your list on this paper (below or on the back).

